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Living Country
22-minute documentary

Featuring 
Alison Anderson MLA, Herbert Bloomfield, Donald Mallard, Steve McCormack, Gloria Malbunka, Kenny Tilmouth, Dave Sweeney (Australian Conservation Foundation), Allcoota Community and Were-athere Community.
 
 
 
 
Writer/Director

David Tranter
Producer


Jacqui North 
Cinematographer 

Allan Collins ACS
Sound recordist

David Tranter
Editor



Dena Curtis
Music By


Warren Williams
Languages


English, Arrente.
 
 
Developed and Produced in association with Imparja Television
© 2005 CAAMA Productions

 

 
Synopsis











 
One Line Synopsis

 
Traditional owners of the proposed nuclear dump sites in Central Australia, show us what's at stake if the unthinkable happens. 
 
Full Synopsis
This is the story of the campaign by Aboriginal people of Central Australia to protect land, animals and dreaming stories at the 2 proposed uranium dump sites.  Both proposed sites have aboriginal communities living within 10km of the sites (also one is 40km from Alice Springs - one is 100 km).  
 
The film will focus on the Aboriginal people living traditionally on the lands ear-marked for dumping sites.  How do they feel about their homelands becoming a"dump"?   What do they understand about the plans to store uranium?  What do they know about uranium?  And, most importantly, how will this affect their lives, their lands, and the generations to follow?
 
Steve McCormack (Anmatyerre, Luritja, Western Arrente) lives 5km from Hamilton Downs Youth Camp, towards Alice Springs.  The Pearce family lives at the corner of the Stuart and Tanami Highways.  Both families live on their homelands surrounding the 1st proposed uranium storage site 40kms outside of Alice Springs.
 
At the second proposed site, Alcoota, we'll talk with the young, up-and-coming leader of the area Jessie (Alyawarre and Eastern Arrente) and his family.  Alcoota contains many sacred sites and dreaming stories that travel from north of Utopia and are shared amongst various cultural groups.  It's a place with very complex networks of relationships with surrounding nations; any uranium depositing on this site affects many other people as well as those living directly on the dumping ground.
 
This film will promote language and culture to show the audience that the land is not 'useless' or barren wasteland.  
We will see that the land sustains families; the land feeds and heals.  Traditional bush tucker has fed generations, the beautiful landscape supplies medicines, and these traditional homelands hold ceremonial rights, dreaming stories and sacred sites.  These lands are homes, not dumps.  
 
ABOUT THE MAKING OF THE FILM







 
 
The making of LIVING COUNTRY was instigated at the request of the Traditional owners of the land where the federal Government had proposed for its Nuclear Dump Facility.
 
Although at the time of shooting the documentary, there were protests and rallies calling for the Federal Government to withdraw any plans they had to dump nuclear waste in the Northern Territory, the films director, David Tranter decided to focus this documentary on the people and environment that would be directly affected by the dump sites.
 
What evolved is a breathtakingly beautiful film about ancient traditions and their links to land preservation.  
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS







 

 

Writer/Director - David Tranter

David first began working with CAAMA Television as a trainee sound recordist in 1989. Since then David has worked consistently on hundreds of CAAMA film and video productions including award-winning documentaries, dramas, television series, video clips and community service announcements. He is now training the next generation of Aboriginal sound recordists.  Most recently David has moved into directing his own documentaries, 'Karli Jalangu Boomerang Today' (2004) and 'Crookhat and Camphoo' (2005). 
 
Dena Curtis - Editor

Dena Curtis grew up in Tennant Creek, Central Australia. In 2000 She joined Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA) Productions as a Production Assistant.

 

In 2002 Dena attended the Australian Film Television and Radio School in Sydney and was awarded a Graduate Diploma in Television Editing in 2003.  She is the first Aboriginal person to graduate from the AFTRS with this qualification.

 
Currently working freelance as an Editor, she is has worked on a number of productions including Rosalie's Journey, Crook Hat and Camphoo, Karli Jalangu, Greenbush, Lore of Love and Dhakiyarr vs the King.

 
Producer - Jacqui North

Jacqui has produced and production managed many award winning documentaries for SBS, ABC, BBC, PBS, TV including producing LEICHARDT 2040 which screened on SBS and theatrically at Dendy and Kino Cinemas and production managing MY MOTHER INDIA, EMILY'S EYES and KAKADU.  In 1999 she directed and produced a one hour documentary CHRISSY which won a jury award at the Berlin International Film Festival and sold to Danish, Canadian and American television.  She has distributed and successfully sought pre-sales for productions attending markets and conferences for the last 8 years including MIP TV, Hot Docs, SPAA and AIDC.  For two years she raised sponsorship, managed and curated a film festival World of Women's Cinema at Fox Studios and the national tour.  And finally for the last two years she has worked for Channel 7 as Associate Producer of a prime-time weekly lifestyle program GROUND FORCE and several other lifestyle shows.
 
 
CAAMA Productions

 
The dream was Indigenous Media, CAAMA created the reality.
 
CAAMA (Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association) is owned by the Aboriginal people of Central Australia and was established in 1980. The founders' objectives were the social, cultural and economic advancement of Aboriginal people.
 

Established by the CAAMA Group in 1988, CAAMA Productions is now 17 years old.

 

Located in Alice Springs - Central Australia, CAAMA Productions is Australia's largest Indigenous production house. Our primary purpose is to represent Indigenous people, culture and language in film and television. Over the years the company has established a vast knowledge and understanding of the Indigenous film making industry.   

 

CAAMA Productions continues to focus on the important role of maintaining, documenting and preserving Indigenous culture, language and histories. Our unique slate of award winning productions reflects this ongoing commitment. We collaborate closely with Australia's leading Indigenous filmmakers and are constantly developing new and exciting projects for National and International broadcasters and distributors. 
 
CAAMA is a critical incubator for Indigenous trainees who have then gone on and received national and international recognition by their peers in the film and broadcasting industries.
 
We give Indigenous Australians an authentic voice.

 
THE SOUNDTRACK









 

Original soundtrack and music by Warren H. Williams

 

Soundtrack available from CAAMA Shops Phone: 08 89519 778
 

Media Enquiries: Rachel Clements Phone: 08 8951 9751
Stills: Trisha Morton-Thomas Phone: 08 8951 9752 E-mail: t.morton-thomas@caama.com.au
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