KARLI JALANGU: Boomerang Today

Directed by David Tranter and Allan Collins

Synopsis

Four senior traditional men who carry a lot of law (Tjilpi) create a Number 7 boomerang, special to Central Desert people.  How do you make boomerangs today while keeping law and culture strong? We follow the hunt for the wood, the rubbing, the shaping, the smoothing and the ochre, noting the cultural significance of the work and implements, until the Number 7 is completed and singing.

22 mins.

Warlpiri and Anmatyerr languages with English subtitles

Production

Produced as part of the CAAMA Productions ‘Nganampa Anwernekenhe’ series (meaning 'ours' in Pitjantjatjara and Arrernte languages). Now in its 18th year of production, Nganampa Anwernekenhe is the only Aboriginal language program produced by and broadcast to Aboriginal people, a series produced for Imparja TV.

Crew

Director David Tranter is an Alywarre man from the central desert region of Australia.  He first began working with CAAMA Television as a trainee sound recordist in 1989. Since then David has worked consistently on hundreds of CAAMA film and video productions including award-winning documentaries, dramas, television series, video clips and community service announcements. He is now training the next generation of Aboriginal sound recordists.  Most recently David has moved into directing his own documentaries, ‘Karli Jalangu Boomerang Today’ (2004) and ‘Crookhat and Camphoo’ (2005). 

Director / Cinematographer Allan Collins graduated from the Australian Film Television and Radio School and has won numerous awards including the Australian Film Institute and the IF awards for Best Cinematography for his work on Ivan Sen’s 2001 feature film “Beneath Clouds.” Allan is also the first indigenous Cinematographer to be accredited by the Australian Cinematographers Society. 

Series Producer Rachel Clements obtained her BA and Post-Graduate Diploma in Business (Communications - Film and Television Production), and then left Queensland for London where she worked for companies including MTV Europe and Miramax Films.  She returned to Australia to attend the AFTRS and graduated in 2001 with a Master of Arts in Producing; she was the recipient of the 1st FFC Creative Producer Award.  Films that Rachel has produced have been screened all over the world and have won awards at festivals including Chicago, Aspen, San Francisco, Houston, Mill Valley, and St Tropez Film Festivals, and national awards including AFI, Melbourne, Flickerfest, and Sydney Asia Pacific Film Festivals.  Rachel is currently on contract for CAAMA Productions, developing future projects including feature films, television drama series, documentaries and short films
Editor Dena Curtis graduated from the Australian Film, Television and Radio School in 2002. Since then she has worked on many CAAMA documentaries including ‘Rosalie’s Journey’,  ‘The Art of Healing’, ‘ Karli Jalangu’, ‘Dhakiyarr vs The King’ and Indigenous dramas ‘Plains Empty’ and ‘Yota Dreaming’. 
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