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5 seasons

In these fast and modern times, the Numurindi people are still guided by the seasons and stories of the Dreamtime. This observational documentary focuses on Moses Numamurdirdi and his family’s fight to hold onto their culture and ways in an ever-changing world. 
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Directors Steven McGregor

Cinematographer Allan Collins ACS and Warwick Thornton
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Synopses

One line synopsis

While enjoying the benefits of the modern world the Numurindi people of South East Arnhemland are still guided by the seasons and the stories of the Dreamtime. 

One paragraph synopsis

Five Seasons explores the lifestyle of the Numurindidi people of South East Arnhemland in the Northern Territory’s Gulf of Carpentaria. Their world is guided by the weather, which consists of five distinct seasons.   Moses Numamurdirdi a senior custodian of the region introduces the viewer to a way of that life that combines a cultural knowledge of thousands of years with the benefits of the modern world. 

One page synopsis

The Numurindi people have developed a culture where all things past and present including the weather are interrelated. This relationship extends to previous generations, together with the animal and plant kingdom. Five Seasons explores this intricate relationship through the eyes of the Numurindi people of South East Arnhemland in the Northern Territory’s Gulf of Carpentaria. 

In this region of Australia western society operates on two distinct seasons, the wet and the dry. The Numurindi people operate on a calendar that has five seasons. The seasons dictate what their country will provide for them, for example when the Pandanus nuts turn red and fall from the trees it is the time sea turtles are laying their eggs. Turtle eggs are a much favoured food source for the people.

Moses Numamurdirdi is a senior custodian for the region. He takes the viewer through the 12 months of the five seasons, from the vast dried up flood plains where salt-water crocodiles perish due to lack of water through to the spectacular thunderstorms, which isolate the communities due to the roads being cut off from the rising rivers. 

Moses provides a unique insight into a way of life that is rarely accessible to western society. He is a provider of not only food for his community but also strong cultural leadership. He combines his knowledge of the land and culture with the benefits of the modern world such as the 4wd drive and outboard motors for hunting turtle and Dugong.

While enjoying the benefits of the modern world the Numurindi people are still guided by the seasons and the stories of the dreamtime. This spiritual connection resonates throughout the documentary giving the audience an evocative entrée to the world’s oldest living culture.

About the making of the film

While researching a short film that featured an Aboriginal Albino character, Steven McGregor found, that apart from a series of photographs in the Perth based newspaper the WESTERN AUSTRALIAN, information regarding this subject was virtually non existent.

By a stroke of luck the persons featured in the photographs (Mari and Murphy) just happened to be friends of the director’s mother, who works for the Northern Territory Government Health Department and regularly visits remote Aboriginal communities. It was through this connection that Steven first learnt of Moses and his family.

“It struck a cord in me.” Says Steven.

The producer (Pricilla Collins) was also intrigued, it was she who initially contacted Moses and sounded him out regarding the possibility of featuring his family in a documentary. Moses was all for the idea.

Originally the films driving theme was to be the Albino aspect, but after spending a week at Numbulwar, on his own time and money, Steven began to see a broader, more diverse documentary. He decided to incorporate a range of storylines connected by a central character, Moses.

“Moses fascinated me in the way he was held in the community and how he related to the people. He’s a larrikin and has a quick sense of humour, but he also knows who he is and where he’s from. The strength of his character embodies a presence that transfers to screen.”

“After spending time with Moses and other people within the community, I became intrigued with Numbulwar and it’s range of characters. I came to realise that the film was moving away from the central theme of Albinos”.

Numbulwar is not a perfect community. It has its faults and has experienced tragedy through alcohol and petrol sniffing. Its young people are caught in a dilemma between two worlds, do they embrace the western world and forsake their own culture, and is it even possible to find a balance? For Moses and the other elders there is a real fear that within the next30-50 years their stories and language may be lost forever. Moses identifies that he and the other elders of the community are responsible for the preservation of their culture and to instil pride in their young men and women, ensuring their culture lives beyond them.

“While many Non-Aboriginal Australians head overseas in their thousands each year to experience ancient cultures abroad, they are reluctant to explore one of the worlds oldest civilisations, on their very own doorstep. Through making this film I wanted to give the viewer an honest look at Aboriginal culture, in particular, at a coastal Aboriginal community, and hopefully create a better understanding of what country means to Aboriginal people and why its so important to have a strong connection to land, this country.”

“The combined elements of community structure, culture, conflict between young and old and seasonal changes make a provocative statement, not only for Numbulwar but for any Aboriginal community existing and surviving in the 21st Centaury.” 

About the filmmakers

Steven McGregor—Director and Co-writer 

Cold Turkey Steven McGregor is an Indigenous writer/director from the Northern Territory. A recent graduate of the Australian Film Television and Radio School’s drama strand, where he graduated with a Master of Arts Steven is hoping to continue with both the documentary and drama form. Steven has worked his way from production assistant in a government video unit to camera/editor with Imparja Television through to a producer/director with CAAMA Productions.  Coming from the Northern Territory Steven wants to continue to live and work from here. With a strong tight Indigenous film making community in Darwin and Alice Springs providing the base for creative story telling, Steven hopes to continue his relationship with these filmmakers to bring people into a world and to share that world.

Danielle Maclean- Co-writer

Danielle began her filmmaking career at CAAMA Productions in Alice Springs, where she completed a six-year trainee ship in directing under the guidance of Indigenous director Erica Glynn.

At CAAMA she was extensively involved with the Nganampa Anwernekenhe documentary series. Her short film My Colour Your Kind has been invited into many festivals worldwide. Danielle’s other credits include the Bonita Mabo documentary For Who I am which is part of the Everyday Brave Series produced for Film Australia & SBS.  Queen of Hearts is Danielle’s latest film & her first foray into longer form drama as a writer & director. Both My Colour Your Kind and Queen of Hearts were nominated for Australia’s top award, an AFI, for best screenwriting
Allan Collins ACS- Cinematographer

An Australian Film Institute and IF award winner for his cinematography on Ivan Sen’s feature Beneath Clouds, Allan Collins is based in Alice Springs with his family. Allan and his wife, Cilla Collins, who is Chief Executive Officer of the Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association, have five children.

The first Indigenous person to receive the honour of accreditation to the Australian Cinematographers’ Society, Allan’s TV and film career began with a traineeship at the regional television station Imparja TV in 1989.

Allan worked in many roles at Imparja before becoming a camera assistant shooting 
low-budget TV commercials and sometimes filming and editing the local news. He moved 
to CAAMA, working on programs ranging from current affairs to documentary series. 
Four years later he graduated in cinematography from the Australian Film Television and Radio School.  

Although based in Alice Springs, he works around Australia on projects from within his own 

community and also on mainstream drama, documentary and commercial production.

Warwick Thornton- Cinematographer

Warwick Thornton was born in Alice Springs in 1970.  He is from the Katej people of central Australia.

Warwick began his career as a cinematographer in 1988 where he trained at the Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association in Alice Springs.

In 1994, Warwick moved to Sydney where he undertook a Batchelor of Arts specialising in Cinematography at the Australian Film Television and Radio School.

During his first year out of film school at the age of 26 Warwick worked as a cinematographer on the Australian feature Radiance.

For the past six years he had worked on a freelance basis, often working between Sydney and Alice Springs.

Priscilla Collins-Producer

Priscilla Collins has been the Executive Producer for the National
Indigenous Documentary Fund Series 4 broadcast on ABC Television and the
Series Producer of National Indigenous Documentary Fund Series 1-3, which
was broadcast on ABC and SBS

Priscilla has been a Producer at CAAMA Productions in Central Australia for
the past 15 years and completed her Master of Arts at the Australian Film
Television and Radio School in Producing in 1999. Cilla returned to CAAMA
Productions in 2000 to take up the position of Executive Producer.

Cilla recently completed producing a 45 minute drama called "Cold Turkey" to
be launched at the Sydney Opera House in May 2003 and is currently producing
a documentary for CBC in Canada with David Suzuki and developing a children’s
television series for Channel 9


Citt Williams- Producer

Citt Williams is a passionate and proactive filmmaker.  She has worked with Alliance Atlantis, Tribune Entertainment, Warner Brothers, Seven Network Australia, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, MTV, SBSI, ABC and Australia’s government film agencies. 

Citt’s films have screened internationally on public and pay TV including Discovery and National Geographic and have won awards from international festivals and the Australian Cinematographers Society. Citt has received representation offers from agents in New York, Melbourne, London and Canada. She has sort finance for and shot independent documentaries on location in India, Nepal, Thailand, China, France, urban and rural Australia and from a bicycle in Outer Mongolia. 

She has a Masters degree in Documentary from the Australian Film Television and Radio School, a Business degree in Film and Television Production and has taught documentary courses at a tertiary level.
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